
Vaughan Williams’ A Sea Symphony for orchestra, chorus and solo voices, set to texts by Walt
Whitman, is both a splendid homage to the English late Romantic choral tradition of Elgar
and Parry, and a forerunner of Benjamin Britten’s Spring Symphony. While overtly
descriptive of the sea in its many moods, the work nevertheless marks a radical departure
from precedent. In his desire to free English music from the Austro-German framework,
Vaughan Williams combines high art with folk-inflected music. In his setting of verses by Walt
Whitman, the composer invites an analogy between the voyager at sea and the journeying of
the soul towards the unknown regions on earth, as the ship finally vanishes over the horizon.
“O daring joy, but safe! are they not all the seas of God? O farther, farther sail!”
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Ralph
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS

(1872-1958)

A Sea Symphony (Symphony No. 1) 63:54

1 Song for all Seas, all Ships 18:26

2 On the Beach at Night, alone 10:23

3 (Scherzo): The Waves 7:46

4 The Explorers: Grave e molto adagio 27:19

Joan Rodgers, Soprano • Christopher Maltman, Baritone
Bournemouth Symphony Chorus & Orchestra • Paul Daniel

Recorded at the Poole Arts Centre, UK,  8th - 10th Febraury 2002 
Producer and Engineer: Tim Handley • Booklet Notes: Richard Whitehouse

Cover Picture: Yacht Racing on the Solent, previously attrib.to J.M.W. Turner (1775-1851) 
and also attrib. to Peter de Wint (1784-1849), c.1827

(Yale Center for British Art / Paul Mellon Collection, USA / Photo: Bridgeman Art Library)
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