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Josef Bayer was for thirty years the head of ballet in Vienna, during which time he composed over
twenty one-act ballets, many other dance scenes and diverti ts, and ous operettas and
light music for other venues. Die Puppenfee (The Fairy Doll) was the most successful ballet of its time in
Vienna and to this day holds its place in the schedules of the Vienna State Opera, having been
performed there over eight hundred times. Owing something to Delibes’ Coppélia and, in turn, an
inspiration for Respighi’s La boutique f que, Die Puppenfee is full of delightful tunes and fetching
orchestral effects, as the toys come to life in a midnight spectacle. Here, it is coupled with the world
premiere recording of the prelude and two scenes from Sonne und Erde, a ballet based on the four seasons.

Josef

BAYER

(1852-1913)

[1-21 Die Puppenfee (The Fairy Doll) 38:15
Sonne und Erde (Sun and Earth)* 15:08
Prelude 1:40
Scene IV ‘Winter’:

23  Polka 2:13

Walzer 0:38

Scene I ‘Spring’

25 Sternenmusik: Andante 1:06
Allegorie: Moderato 0:42
Allegretto 0:41
Allegretto 0:53
Andante — Allegretto — Polka 1:57
Allegro — Walzer — Galop 1:14
31  Moderato 0:54
32 Polka 1:02
33 Walzer - Polka 0:48
Cadenza 0:27
B3  Andante 0:51

Slovak Radio Symphony Orchestra
Andrew Mogrelia

* denotes world premiere recording
A complete tracklist can be found in the booklet
Recorded at the Concert Hall, Slovak Radio, Bratislava, from 10th to 14th June, 2002
Producer: Milos Betko ¢ Engineer: Otto Nopp ¢ Editor: Ladislav Krajcovic¢
Booklet Notes: Andrew Lamb
Cover Image: Dolls” Shop (19th century)
(The Art Archive / Unterlinden Museum Colmar / Dagli Orti)
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