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T
he m

edium
 of the orchestral song-cycle is one that m

uch attracted B
ritten. H

is concept of an
anthology of som

etim
es diverse texts, unified by a com

m
on literary or poetic them

e w
as a

favourite device to w
hich he returned several tim

es. T
he very early yet astonishingly m

ature
Q

uatre C
hansons F

rançaises
and the still relatively unknow

n O
ur H

unting F
athers

are coupled
on this first volum

e w
ith one of B

ritten’s great m
asterpieces, L

es Illum
inations w

hich
still

startles in its vivid pictorial strokes and aching sensuality. M
any com

posers had passed over
R

im
baud’s poem

s considering them
 too surrealist for lyrical settings. B

ritten, how
ever, relished

the opportunity to respond to their visionary, violent and sexual im
ages. T

he vocal line closely
follow

s the diversity of the text, by turns starkly declam
atory, lyrical and heated. 

F
elicity L

ott *
and P

hyllis B
ryn-Julson, Sopranos

E
nglish C

ham
ber O

rchestra • Steuart B
edford

R
ecorded at A

bbey R
oad Studios in June / July 1990 (T

racks 5-9) and H
enry W

ood H
all, L

ondon, U
K

 
in July 1994 (T

racks 1-4, 10-19) • Producer: John H
. W

est • E
ngineers: M

ike H
atch &

 Sim
on R

hodes 
(T

racks 5-9) • B
ooklet N

otes: L
loyd M

oore • O
riginally released by C

ollins C
lassics in 1994

Please see page 16 of the booklet for a com
plete track list • Publishers: Faber M

usic L
td. (T

racks 1-4) 
and B

oosey &
 H

aw
kes L

td. (T
racks 5-19)  • C

over Picture: R
im

baud at H
arar, 1963 

by Sir Sidney N
olan (1917-92) (Private C

ollection / B
ridgem

an A
rt L

ibrary / A
gnew

’s, L
ondon, U

K
)
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