
Scored for chorus, soloists, flutes, strings and continuo, C
harpentier’s M

esse de M
inuit

(M
idnight M

ass for C
hristm

as E
ve), thought to have been w

ritten for C
hristm

as 1694, is a
unique synthesis betw

een the sacred and the secular, com
bining ten popular F

rench carol
m

elodies w
ith standard liturgical elem

ents for the F
east of the N

ativity. T
he w

ide variety
of m

ood, colour and style is further underlined in this recording by the addition of the
original nöels, including U

ne jeune pucelle
perform

ed in the original H
uron language.

T
he opening P

relude
to the Te D

eum
has w

on a certain m
odern popularity as the

E
uropean B

roadcasting U
nion signature tune.
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M
arc-A

ntoine
C

H
A

R
P

E
N

T
IE

R
(1643-1704)

1
Te D

eum
 (H

. 146)
22:05

2
D

ixit D
om

inus (H
. 204)

8:58

M
esse de M

inuit pour N
oël (H

. 9)
28:47

3
K

yrie
7:58

N
öel: Joseph est bien m

arié - K
yrie eleison - N

öel: E
t sy je la revoy

C
hriste eleison - U

ne jeune pucelle (H
uron C

arol) - K
yrie eleison 

4
G

loria                                     
4:29

5
C

redo                                      
9:07

6
N

öel: L
aissez paître vos bêtes             

1:42
7

Sanctus and B
enedictus

3:11
8

A
gnus D

ei
2:20

Jane A
rchibald, M

ichele de B
oer &

 A
nne L

'E
spèrance, Sopranos

M
arion N

ew
m

an &
 N

ancy R
eynolds, A

ltos
C

olin A
insw

orth, Jam
es M

cL
ennan, &

 D
avid N

ortm
an, Tenors

G
iles Tom

kins &
 E

steban C
am

bre, B
asses • A

radia E
nsem

ble • K
evin M

allon

R
ecorded at G

race C
hurch on the H

ill, Toronto, C
anada from

 3rd-6th, January, 2003 
Producers: B

onnie Silver &
 N

orbert K
raft • E

ngineer: N
orbert K

raft • E
ditor: B

onnie Silver
Perform

ing E
ditions: K

evin M
allon • B

ooklet N
otes: K

eith A
nderson

Perform
ed on original instrum

ents at pitch A
415

C
over Picture: T

he A
doration of the Shepherds by C

arle van L
oo (1705-65)

(M
usée des B

eaux-A
rts, C

hartres, France / B
ridgem

an A
rt L

ibrary)

P
laying T

im
e

59:50
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