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Two of the most ravishing nineteenth-century French song-cycles frame one of Dukas’ finest orchestral
works, La péri, a dance poem based on the old Persian legend of King Isender and the péri (a beautiful
female fallen angel). Berlioz’s Les nuits d’été, set to the impassioned love poems of his friend and fellow
critic, Théophile Gautier, was the first ever French song cycle and shows the composer at the pinnacle
of his powers of orchestration. Chausson’s luxuriantly orchestrated, and at times Wagnerian, Poème de
l’amour et de la mer is set to texts by Maurice Bouchor, on the transient nature of love.

Recorded at the Auditorium du Nouveau Siècle, Lille, France, from 26th to 28th February, 2003
Producer and Engineer: Tim Handley
Artistic Assistant: Pierre-Michel Durand • Booklet Notes: Keith Anderson
Cover Picture: Nettuno, Evening on the Beach by  Antoine Herbert (1817-1908) 
(Musee Herbert, Paris, France/Bridgeman Art Library)

BERLIOZ • CHAUSSON • DUKAS

ERNEST CHAUSSON (1855-1899):
Poème de l’amour et de la mer, Op. 19 25:26

1 La fleur des eaux 10:48
2 Interlude 2:14
3 La mort de l’amour 12:24

PAUL DUKAS (1865-1935): 
La péri (poème pour orchestre) 19:09

4 Fanfare for La péri 2:09
5 La péri 17:00

HECTOR BERLIOZ (1803-1869): 
Les nuits d’été, Op. 7 28:35

6 Villanelle 2:27
7 Le spectre de la rose 6:17
8 Sur les lagunes: Lamento 5:56
9 Absence 5:11
0 Au cimetière: Clair de lune 5:15
! L’île inconnue 3:28

Elsa Maurus, Mezzo-Soprano
Orchestre National de Lille-Région Nord/Pas-de Calais

Jean-Claude Casadesus
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