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Piano Concerto

GRIEG

NAXOS

In his own words, Grieg aspired ‘to paint Norwegian nature, Norwegian folk-life, Norwegian history
and Norwegian folk-poetry in music’. In Autumn sees Grieg take inspiration from the forces of nature,
both life-giving and destructive, whether it be from the farmers’ harvest celebrations or the ensuing
death and decay, while the Symphonic Dances make extensive use of Norwegian folk-melodies. Indeed
it has often been said that the famous Piano Concerto has an element of untamed wildness in its opening
timpani roll followed by the cascading chimes of the piano. Whatever its inspiration, this cornerstone
of the piano repertoire remains one of most enduringly-popular of all concertos on account of its
profusion of inspired melodies, noble eloquence and poetic vitality.

Edvard
(1843-1907)
(1] Concert Overture: In Autumn, Op. 11 11:06
Piano Concerto in A minor, Op. 16 29:23
[2] Allegro moderato 12:56
[3] Adagio 6:20
[4] Allegro moderato molto e marcato 10:08
Symphonic Dances, Op. 64 31:17
(5] Allegro moderato e marcato 7:33
(6] Allegretto grazioso 6:29
Allegro giocoso 5:59
Andante - Allegro risoluto 11:16

Havard Gimse, Piano * Royal Scottish National Orchestra * Bjarte Engeset

Recorded at Henry Wood Hall, Glasgow, from 13th-15th May, 2003
Producer/Engineer: Tim Handley ¢ Booklet notes: Bjarte Engeset, @ystein Loge
Recorded with support from: Fond for Utgvende Kunstnere « Hans Christian Bjgnness
Erik Hirsch ¢ @ivind Johansen ¢ Jarle Olsen ¢ Pro Arte - Kjell Wernge
Booklet Cover Image: Varnatt i hagen, 1909 by Nikolai Astrup (1880-1928)

(Jon Chr. Brynildsen Collection, K93, used with kind permission)
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