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Despite having to endure many challenges and tragedies, not least her husband Robert’s
attempted suicide and breakdown in 1854, and the death of four of her eight children, Clara
Schumann (née Wieck) was one of the very few artists, either male or female, to be considered
the technical equal of Liszt. At the age of 14, Clara began composing the Piano Concerto in A
Minor which she performed two years later with the Leipzig Gewandhaus orchestra
conducted by Felix Mendelssohn. The work combines virtuosity with lyricism, while avoiding
the “showmanship” that she felt was inherent in the music of her male contemporaries.

Clara

SCHUMANN

(1819-1896)
Piano Concerto ¢ Piano Trio

Piano Concerto in A minor,Op.7 ¥ Pjano Trio in G minor, Op. 17 *

[1] Allegro maestoso 7:08  [4] Allegro moderato 11:02
[2] Romanze: Andante non [5] Scherzo: Tempo di Menuetto 5:23

troppo con grazia 4:52  [6] Andante 6:33
[3] Finale: Allegro non troppo - Allegretto 7:26

Allegro molto 11:30

Francesco Nicolosi, Piano ¢ Rodolfo Bonucci, Violin *
Andrea Noferini, Cello * « Alma Mahler Sinfonietta T ¢ Stefania Rinaldi *

Tracks 1-3 recorded on 25th and 26th May, 2004, in St Marcellino Church, Naples, Italy
Tracks 4-7 recorded on September 28th, 2004, at Studio 52, Naples, Italy
Produced under the auspices of the Fondazione Pasquale Valerio Per La Storia Delle Donne
Engineer: Paolo Rescigno ¢ Booklet Notes: Keith Anderson
Cover painting by Benjamin Chai
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