
Much admired by Aaron Copland, the Argentine composer Alberto Ginastera (1916-1983)
is widely regarded as one of the most important and original South American composers
of the 20th century. The two ballets featured on this recording belong to Ginastera’s early
period when he was eager to promote an authentically national voice in his work through
the use of Argentine folk and popular elements. The exotically scored Panambí is based on
a romantic and supernatural legend of love and magic from the Guaraní Indians, a tribe
from the headwaters of the Rio Paraná in northern Argentina. Estancia (a farm or cattle
ranch) is a powerful and passionate evocation of the vast and enigmatic Argentine pampas
and the spirit of “the unlucky gaucho, who has no one to call to, with no place of his own
in all that space, and in all that darkness”.
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Alberto

GINASTERA
(1916-1983)

Panambí • Estancia
(Complete Ballets)

*Luis Gaeta, Narrator/Bass-baritone
London Symphony Orchestra • Gisèle Ben-Dor

A complete track list can be found on page 2 of the booklet
Sung texts can be accessed at www.naxos.com/libretti/ginastera.htm

Previously released on Conifer Classics
*World première recording of the complete ballet

Recorded at Abbey Road Studios, London, on 23rd and 24th May, 1997
Producer: Michael Fine • Engineer: Simon Rhodes

Publisher: Boosey and Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd. • Booklet notes: Simon Wright and Gisèle Ben-Dor

Cover photograph: Rancho by Juan Hitters (www.juanhitters.com)
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1-& Panambí, Op. 1 (1937) 39:10

*-ª Estancia, Op. 8 (1941)* 33:22
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