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‘T
he m

ost passionate thing I have ever com
posed – a deep lam

ent for you’
w

as Schum
ann’s ow

n
description of the P

hantasie in C
 m

ajor, in a letter to C
lara W

ieck during a period of enforced
separation. M

odelled on tw
o B

eethoven sonatas, the P
hantasie

is a com
plex w

ork of w
ide em

otional
range. T

he Sym
phonic E

tudes
are a dazzling exploration of the ‘sym

phonic’
possibilities of the

instrum
ent. O

ne of Schum
ann’s m

ost experim
ental w

orks, w
ith unexpected tonal colours that look

forw
ard to D

ebussy and a driving intensity w
orthy of B

eethoven, they are one of the m
asterpieces of

rom
antic piano repertoire.
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E
tude X

: Sem
pre con energia
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II: A
llegro brillante (F

inale)
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(
D

urchaus phantastisch und
14:19

leidenschaftlich vorzutragen
)

M
ässig. D

urchaus energisch
8:03
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 getragen
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eg leise zu halten)
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