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First performed in 1938, Dyson’s Symphony had to wait until the 1990s to achieve the recognition
it deserves as one of the finest twentieth-century British symphonies. Although the symphony
opens and closes in a mood of pageantry from the world of his choral masterpiece, The
Canterbury Pilgrims, it is also a work of troubled times and the distant rumble of war. Passages
of engimatic beauty and icy landscapes alternate with mock-courtly dance music and brilliant
orchestral effects reminiscent of Sibelius, Borodin and Rimsky-Korsakov. The Concerto da

o) Camera is a work in the great tradition of English string compositions from Purcell to Tippett. o)
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= The composer himself characterized it as ‘founded on old hymn-melodies so woven in, I hope, . =
92 that it is not easy to be sure which are old and which are new’. n
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We are grateful to the Sir George Dyson Trust for their support.
Recorded at the Concert Hall, Lighthouse, Poole, 1st-2nd November 2004
Producer & Post-Production: Andrew Walton (K&A Productions Ltd.) ® Engineer: Mike Clements
Publisher: OUP (Track 1); Novello and Company Ltd. (Tracks 2-8)
Booklet Notes: Lewis Foreman and Ray Siese
This recording has been made and edited at 24bit resolution
Cover Image: St Mary’s Church, Richmond, North Yorkshire by William Callow (1812-1908)
[Bridgeman Art Library / Trustees of the Royal Watercolour Society, London]
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