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‘Whatever meaning my life has is to
be found in the music itself’,  declared
William Schuman of his extraordinary
career as a composer and artistic
catalyst in the fertile and evolving
environment of 20th-century America.
His single-movement Symphony No. 6
stands as one of his most intense and
integrated, its somberness enlivened
with intricate rhythms and startling
counterpoint. Prayer in a Time of War
and New England Triptych highlight
Schuman’s abiding sense of patriotism,
the former written soon after America’s
entry into World War II, the latter
based on hymns from the time of the
American Revolution.

This disc is the fourth release in a
series devoted to Schuman’s

complete published symphonies.
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1 Symphony No. 6 (1948) 29:10
2 Prayer in a Time of War (1943) 15:35
New England Triptych: 
Three Pieces for Orchestra 
after William Billings (1956) 16:06
3 I. Be Glad Then, America 5:05
4 II. When Jesus Wept 7:53
5 III. Chester 3:08

Seattle Symphony
Gerard Schwarz

This recording was made possible with generous support 
from the National Endowment for the Arts.
Recorded at the S. Mark Taper Foundation Auditorium,
Benaroya Hall, Seattle, WA, on 10th and 16th September,
2008 (track 1), 7th September, 2005 (track 2), and at Seattle
Opera House on 24th and 25th September, 1990 (tracks 3-5)
Publishers: G. Schirmer, Inc. / Associated Music Publishers
Executive Producer: Thomas Philion
Producers: Carolyn Kuan and Dmitriy Lipay (track 1);
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Cover picture: New England Seascape by Yarnall Abbott
(1870-1938) (David David Gallery, Philadelphia / 
The Bridgeman Art Library)
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