
R
evered for his incom

parable L
ieder, F

ranz Schubert w
as also an avid opera-goer w

ho
yearned, largely in vain, for success as a com

poser of stage w
orks. T

his disc features several of
his less fam

iliar early overtures, from
 D

er Spiegelritter
and D

er Teufel als H
ydraulicus

(circa
1811/2) and  his first com

pleted opera, the M
edieval fantasy D

es Teufels L
ustschloß

(1813/4),
to the O

verture in B
 flat(1816). It is hard to believe that such accom

plished and effective m
usic

w
as the w

ork of a teenager.
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