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Compiled and introduced by David Timson

Read by Simon Callow

A Portrait in Letters

Charles Dickens

Those who only know Charles Dickens from his novels will be fascinated to 
discover the private and personal Dickens in this selection of his letters. His 
sister-in-law Georgina Hogarth thought they expressed his individuality; his 
friend Forster thought them literature. They give us a portrait of a complex 
man with so many different facets to his personality, ranging from the 
serious, when discussing social issues, to the outrageously humorous when 
writing merely to entertain his many friends. 200 years after his birth he still 
enlightens and entertains us.

Simon Callow is one of Britain’s best-loved actors, known 
for Four Weddings and a Funeral on film; Amadeus in 
the theatre and countless other roles on TV, film and in 
the theatre. He regularly directs for the stage and is an 
acclaimed author – his biography of Charles Dickens was 
highly praised in 2012. Known for his outstanding tour de 
force one-man shows, Simon has toured internationally in 
Being Shakespeare and two programmes of Dickens.
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