
Can You Hear 
God Crying?

A Spiritatorio
Music and Libretto by Hannibal Lokumbe

Award-winning composer and trumpet player Hannibal Lokumbe is a leader in
expressing the African-American experience through his orchestral and choral
music, with a special focus on civil rights leaders. Can You Hear God Crying? is a
ʻspiritatorioʼ which takes us on a journey from hardship and suffering to healing and
celebrations of courage and peace, told through the forced migration aboard a slave
ship endured by Lokumbeʼs great-grandfather Silas Burgess. Combining jazz,
gospel and chamber music together with West African prayers and songs, this is
both a moving commemoration and a spectacularly festive event which faces past
and present with honesty and deep spiritual understanding.

Total Running Time 71:31 • Subtitles (English) • Includes the Libretto, which
may also be accessed at www.naxos.com/libretti/2.110357
DVD 5 • NTSC 16:9 • Sound: PCM Stereo • Region Code 0 (Worldwide)
� & � 2014 Naxos Rights US, Inc. • Made in Germany
WARNING: The material contained on this DVD is licensed for non-commercial
private use only. Any public performance, broadcast, other use or any other
reproduction is strictly prohibited.
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Janice Chandler-Eteme soprano • Rodrick Dixon tenor
Homayun Sakhi Afghan rubâb • Paula Holloway vocalist

Rev. Dr. Alyn E. Waller readings
The Celebration Choir 

Enon Tabernacle Mass Choir and Menʼs Choir 
The Germantown Concert Chorus • The Clayton White Singers 

The Arch Street Presbyterian Church Choir • Sounds of Joy Music Ministry

J. Donald Dumpson choir master
The Music Liberation Orchestra

Hannibal Lokumbe trumpet • Anthony Wonsey piano • Nimrod Speaks bass
Byron C. Landham drums • Mogauwane Mahloele percussion

The Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia

Dirk Brossé conductor

Recorded in Verizon Hall at the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts, 
Philadelphia, USA, 21 September 2012

Video Director: Matthew Conant
Audio recording and DVD Producer: Joe Hannigan
Mixing & Post-Production at Weston Sound & Video

Executive Producer: Peter H. Gistelinck

Commissioned by Carole Haas-Gravagno in celebration of the 10th Anniversary of the
Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts in Philadelphia, PA, USA
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