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This fascinating disc of piano music brings together three arrangements for the piano of works
composed by Franck originally for the organ and for the combination of violin and piano, together with
one of his finest works for solo piano, the Prelude, Chorale and Fugue. The two organ works are
presented in arrangements by the virtuoso pianist Harold Bauer, who was also an expert violinist. The
famous violin sonata, one of the composer’s finest and most popular works, is performed in the
transcription prepared by another legendary pianist of the first half of the twentieth century, Alfred
Cortot. Not only does this programme present three very rarely heard piano transcriptions, it also allows
listeners of today to study how two great pianists of the past viewed the music of this masterly composer
of romantic music and, in addition, in comparison with original music for the piano by Franck himself.
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Prelude, Chorale and Fugue (M. 21) 17:48  Pastorale, Op. 19 * 11:09
(] Prelude 4:44 Andantino 3:42
(2] Chorale 542 g Quasi Allegretto 7:27
8] Fugue . 122 Sonata for Violin and Piano (M. 8) **  32:16
Prelude, Fugue and Variation, Op. 18 *  12:10

@ Prelude 4:10 [ig) Allegretto ben moderato 7:02
(5 Lento 0:42 [ Allegro %0
[6] Fugue 3:12 [ Recitativo - Fantasia 8:32
Variation 4:06 (i3 Allegretto poco mosso 7:42

* Transcribed for solo piano by Harold Bauer
** Transcribed for solo piano by Alfred Cortot

Alexander Paley, Piano

Recorded at Fisher Hall, Santa Rosa, California, from 1st to 4th July, 1994 by courtesy of Suzanne and George Ledin Jr.
Producers: Marina A. Ledin and Victor Ledin ¢ Engineers: Stuart A. Rosenthal and Michael Weakley
Piano: Steinway & Sons, Hamburg « Booklet Notes: Charles Barber
Publishers: Dover Publications, Inc. (1-3); A. Durand & Fils (4-9); J. Hamelle (10-13)
Cover Picture: Summer by the River by Louis Weldon Hawkins (1849-1910) (Bridgeman Art Library)
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