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In a career that spanned a period from the 1820s until his death in 1849, the older Johann Strauss
established an unrivalled position for himself among composers and performers of dance music in Vienna.
His own achievements were continued by his three sons, ensuring the name of Strauss was inextricably
identified with the musical pleasures of nineteenth-century Vienna. Several of the works on this recording
were written during Strauss’ 1837-1838 fourteen-month tour of Western Europe with his orchestra. They
include his celebrated Paris Waltz, which quotes the revolutionary Marseillaise, still unmistakeable in waltz
rhythm and banned in Strauss’ own country, and Homage to Queen Victoria of England, which concludes
with God Save the Queen played in waltz rhythm, and was performed at the opening state ball at
Buckingham Palace on the occasion of the Queen’s accession to the throne.
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(1] Eisenbahn-Lust-Walzer (Railway Pleasure Waltzes), Op. 89 8:31
[2] Brissler Spitzen (Brussels Lace), Walzer, Op. 95 8:00
[3] Ball-Racketen (Ball Rockets), Walzer, Op. 96 8:14
[4] Pilger am Rhein (Pilgrims on the Rhine), Walzer, Op. 98 8:31
[5] Bankett-Tanze (Banquet Dances), Walzer, Op. 99 7:45
[6] Paris, Walzer, Op. 101 8:10
Huldigung der Kénigin Victoria von GroBbritannien, Walzer

(Homage to Queen Victoria of Great Britain), Op. 103 8:52
Freuden-Griisse (Cheerful Greetings), Walzer, Op. 105 8:28
[9] Exotische Pflanzen (Exotic Plants), Walzer, Op. 109 7:55

Slovak Sinfonietta Zilina » Christian Pollack

Recorded at the Fatra Concert Hall, Zilina, Slovakia from 12th to 14th March, 2007
Producer: Karol Kopernicky ¢ Engineer: Otto Nopp ¢ Editor: Ladislav Krajcovic
Booklet Notes: Thomas Aigner (translated by Neil Coleman)
Cover Painting: Anticipation: he proposes, she accepts
(Lucien-Besche in ‘A Girl’s Anticipation and Realisation of Marriage’ c.1875/Mary Evans Picture Library)
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