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This sixteenth volume in Marco Polo’s ongoing Johann Strauss I Edition includes dances that
reflect topical events, obsessions and the ever ubiquitous cult of the personality. The set of
waltzes with the title Die Ddmonen (The Demons) was received with tumultuous applause on
the occasion of the ‘extraordinary festival evening’ in the Sperl ballroom on 23rd November
1842. Strauss’s regular involvement in celebrations to honour the ruling Emperor and
Empress can be heard in the two quadrilles written to celebrate their name-days. First heard
during a a charity concert for one of Vienna’s children’s hospitals, the Loreley-Rhein-Klinge
(Lorelei-Rhine-Sounds) waltzes quickly established themselves as Strauss’s undisputed
showstopper, not surpassed until his Radetzky March written half a decade later.
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(1] Die Ddmonen, Walzer, Op. 149 7:56
[2] Kiinstler-Ball-Tznze, Walzer, Op. 150 8:39
[3] Ferdinand-Quadrille, Op. 151 8:36
[4] Tanz-Capricen, Walzer, Op. 152 8:52
[5] Anna-Quadrille, Op. 153 8:35
[6] Loreley-Rhein-Klinge, Walzer, Op. 154 10:12
Briider Lustig, Walzer, Op. 155 8:29
Astraea-Téanze, Walzer, Op. 156 8:59

Slovak Sinfonietta Zilina ¢ Christian Pollack

Recorded at the Fatra House of Arts, yilina, Slovakia, from 4th to 6th May, 2008
Producer: Karol Kopernicky ® Engineer: Otto Nopp © Editor: Ladislav Krajéovi¢
Booklet Notes: Thomas Aigner (translated by David Stevens)
Cover Picture: Lorelei on the Rocks by Helen Stratton (Edwin Wallace Collection / Mary Evans Picture Library)
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