IDIL BIRET BEST OF BEETHOVEN

From the Complete Sonatas, Concertos and Symphonies Edition

“Love of Beethoven’s works threads through Idil Biret’s life like a red ribbon. Her studio recordings IBA 016/B
and live concerts show this in an unequivocal language... Next to all the Piano Concertos and the
Choral Fantasy she has also performed on stage and recorded (on 19 CDs) all the Piano Sonatas and
Symphony Transcriptions becoming perhaps the only artist to reach this level of completeness... This

knowledge of Beethoven one hears in every nuance in Idil Biret’s playing.” 8.504055
“Idil Biret not only recorded all nine of the Beethoven symphonies in less than a year but, in a Playing time
superhuman feat which astounded all those who know about music she also publicly performed all of 4:20:03

them in four recitals at the Montpellier Festival in France. To learn and also memorise scores of such
length and difficulty in such a short time is a mind-boggling achievement.”

“Idil Biret, who arriving in Paris at the age of seven astonished Alfred Cortot, Wilhelm Kempff and
Marc Pincherle, remains a remarkable pianist who combines brilliant technical skill with the subdued
touch, the interior voices, of her mentor Cortot...At her Paris recital, Beethoven’s Sonata Op. 106
‘Hammerklavier’ brought us the fighter, armed from top to toe, like a valiant Clorinde, combining the
most beautiful of styles with a fabulous virtuosity.”

CD 1 Sonatas I: Nos. 8 “Pathetique”, 14 “Moonlight”, 23 “Appassionata” (64:48)
CD 2 Sonatas II: Nos. 7, 21 “Waldstein”, 25 (59:49)

CD 3 Concertos*: Nos. 5, Choral Fantasy (62:51)

CD 4 Symphonies (transcribed for piano by Liszt): Nos. 5, 9 (4" movement) (72:35)
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* Bilkent Symphony Orchestra, Antoni Wit

Sonatas and symphonies recorded at St. Bavon Church, Chamont-Gistoux, Belgium
(Producer: Michel Devos), concertos at Bilkent University Concert Hall, Ankara, Turkey
(Producer: Giinter Appenheimer) * Compilation and mastering of CDs 1 and 4: Ozan Sarier
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