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“For over a decade now, Naxos American Classics has released a treasure trove of music from the United States; it’s a 
collection of repertoire which both reaches back to the dawn of our nation and embraces brand new works, and much 
of it is unavailable anywhere else. Listening to these recordings is a way to sonically experience the history of our coun-
try and its landscape. The four Naxos American Classics releases selected for this Americana collection (which include 

Aaron Copland’s celebrated Lincoln Portrait as well as a little-known work by Vincent Persichetti commissioned for 
the second inauguration of Richard Nixon!). Then Hannibal Lokumbe’s rousing tribute to Rosa Parks, one of the icons 
of the Civil Rights Movement, features the Detroit Symphony and the combined singers of two of Michigan’s most 
venerable choruses. Next, Peter Boyer’s dramatic account of the arrival of immigrants to Ellis Island in the early 20th 
century is narrated by an all-star cast including Eli Wallach and Olympia Dukakis. Finally, the recording I personally 

that Broke the Plains, before a joint session of congress, but the capitol chambers were not properly equipped to do 
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Nashville Symphony / Leonard Slatkin
Detroit Symphony  O rchestra / Thomas Wilkins
Philharmonia O rchestra / Peter Boyer
Post-Classical Ensemble / A ngel Gil- O rdóñez
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