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Hugo Alfvén’s music has always been close to the hearts of the Swedish people, and ranks among some of
the most significant and representative of the spirit of the country. Alfvén is known as a cheerful entertainer
in compositions such as Den férlorade sonen (‘The Prodigal Son’), but his symphonies reveal a different, more
elegiac and often more dramatic side. The success of Alfvén’s symphonies fundamentally changed Sweden’s
musical climate and, with a substantial collection of further orchestral music representing his gloriously rich and
varied style, these recordings sweep us into the remarkable world of Scandinavian landscape and culture.

Symphony No. 1 in F minor, Op. 7 * Festival Overture, Op. 25
Suite from The Mountain King * Uppsala Rhapsody, Op. 24 - Swedish Rhapsody No. 2

Symphony No. 2 in D major, Op. 11 ¢ Suite from the ballet The Prodigal Son

Symphony No. 3 in E major, Op. 23 * Dalecarlian Rhapsody, Op. 47 — Swedish Rhapsody No. 3
A Legend of the Skerries, Op. 20

Symphony No. 4 in C minor, Op. 39 ‘From the Outermost Skerries’ ¢ Festival Overture, Op. 52
Symphony No. 5 in A minor, Op. 54 + Andante religioso
Synndve Solbakken Suite, Op. 50 ¢ A Country Tale Suite, Op. 53 ¢ Elegy, Op. 38

Also includes bonus disc
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Royal Scottish National Orchestra * National Symphony Orchestra of Ireland
Iceland Symphony Orchestra * Norrképing Symphony Orchestra
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‘The sensitive, well-prepared performances under Niklas Willén ... serve these symphonies well.’
— The Penguin Guide fo Recorded Classical Music 2009 on

‘Superbly played and sung, and an intensely rewarding discovery.’ — Classic FM on
‘Performances and recording are exemplary. Highly recommended.’ - Fanfare on

® 1995-2007 & © 2022 Naxos Rights US, Inc 8.507015
Booklet notes in English (booklet notes ln oddmoncl languages can be found at naxos.com)
Cover image: August Strindberg (1849-1912): Wonderland (1894), Nationalmuseum,
Stockholm, Sweden (Photo: Erik Comelius)
Made in Germany
www.naxos.com 7 4731 3 70 53 7



