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Sir Michael
TIPPETT

(1905-1998)

Playing
Time
62:36

Piano Concerto * Ritual Dances
Benjamin Frith, Piano
BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra ¢ George Hurst

Ritual Dances from
The Midsummer
Marriage

Allegro molto —
Adagio tranquillo —
Allegro grazioso vivace —
Pilt mosso: allegro moderato

24:46

Piano Concerto 37:41

[2] Allegro non troppo 18:09
[3] Molto lente e tranquillo  10:17
[4] Vivace 9:13

Sir Michael Tippett became one of the most
internationally renowned British composers of the
20th century, though this recognition came late in his
life. He developed a very personal and progressive
style of composition, taking the melodic concept into
uncharted territory. It was this fresh approach that
made him particularly popular in North America,
and gave him the impetus to embark on many large-
scale works, including a series of operas. His most
significant and successtul was The Midsummer
Marriage, an unconventional love story that
contained four very attractive dances. They were
later to form a suite that has gained considerable
popularity. The Piano Concerto came from the same
year, the composer’s stated intention being to make
the piano sing. It is a virtuoso score whose roots are
in the traditions of the Romantic concerto.

Recorded at Govan Town Hall, Glasgow, Scotland on 9th and 10th

October, 1995.
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