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Suites for Guitars and Theorbos

Rohert} de
VISEE

(c. 1650-c. 1723)

Playing
Time
61:51

Eric Bellocq and Massimo Moscardo, Soloists of Le Concert Spirituel
Guitars and Theorbos

[7]{6] Suite in E minor for two theorbos

[7]413) “La Guitarre Royalle” for two guitars (16:32)

[{4-i9 Suite in G major for two theorbos (15:22)
Francesco Corbetta

(2024 Concert in E minor for two guitars (9:45)
Francesco Corbetta

(25 Sarabande in A minor for two guitars  2:45

Robert de Visée
(16:47)

Francesco Corbetta

Robert de Visée

Complete tracklist on page 8 of the booklet

The Composers

Corbetta was perhaps the most influential guitarist of his
day. As teacher of the young Louis XIV he was largely
responsible for establishing the Spanish guitar in France,
and later, in London, where he taught Charles II and
sparked off a guitar mania. Perhaps his pupil, and his suc-
cessor at the French court, Robert de Visée was born and
died in France. He and Corbetta were regarded as the two
greatest guitarists of their time.

The Music

Corbetta in particular was a master of special effects and
his music lent itself easily to the depiction of battles, and to
feats of great harmonic and instrumental daring. De Visée,
who favoured the larger theorbo and the guitar, generally
cultivated the use of sustained and interweaving melodic
lines. Although his duos were derived from solo pieces, the
two instruments converse throughout on equal terms.

Recorded in the Musée de Bussy-Rabutin, Bussy-le-Grand, France,

from 19th to 21st January, 1996.

Producer and Engineer: Frédéric Briant, Musica Numeris

Editing: Frédéric Briant, Musica Numeris
Music Notes: John Duarte, Eric Bellocq

Guitars: Carlos Gonzalez 1989 & Charles Besnainou 1995

Theorbos: Joél Dugot 1996 & Mathias Durvie 1984
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