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JOHANNES BRAHMS (1833-1897)
Piano Concerto No. 2, Op. 83

ROBERT SCHUMANN (1810-1856)

Playing
Time

67:17

Introduction and Allegro appassionato, Op. 92

Idil Biret, piano

Polish National Radio Symphony Orchestra (Katowice)
Antoni Wit, conductor * Zdzislaw Lapinski, cello

BRAHMS: After the failure of the second performance of his

. First Piano Concerto, Brahms was so uncertain as

'PlHIIO COl’lC(i:I‘tO No. 2 to his ability to write a successful work in this form,

in B flat major, Op. 83 50:42 | that it was a further nineteen years before he

[ Allegro non troppo 18:32 | started work on a second. More lyrical than the

Allegro appassionato 9.10 | first, its extended length of four movements calls

@ Andante’ 13:29 for soloists of outstanding technical ability. It was

@ Allegretto grazioso 9:31 well received, and in the years that followed it

: became one of the most frequently programmed

works in the concert repertoire. Robert Schumann,

SCHUMANN: who had encouraged the young Brahms, composed

. s the brilliant Infroduction and Allegro appassionato

5 ;?)ggg;::::g) ag([i) A9gegr0 16:31 to display the skills of his wife, Clara, one of the
2 : ° outstanding pianists of her time.

Recorded in Katowice, Poland,
from17th to 20th August, 1996.
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Cover Painting: A Wooded Landscape by Frederick Marianus

Kruseman (1817-60) Alexander Gallery, London, UK
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(Bridgeman Art Library, London)
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