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The Composer e
Albéniz is one of the most popular and esteemed of all Spanish musicians. A brilliant child prodigy, he NAXOS
ran away from home several times and finally escaped the pressures of exploitation by stowing away on Il
a transatlantic steamer and earning his keep in all manner of places in the New World before his father
finally caught up with him and took him home. Back in Europe, he became a pupil of Liszt and emerged
as one of the great composer-virtuosos of the day.
The Music
Albéniz’s output as a composer was vast, embracing songs, operas, symphonic rhapsodies, concertos 8.554311-12
and choral music, but it was through his own instrument, the piano, that he most decisively put the X K
musical heritage of Spain on the international map. Ranging from pl tly atmospheric salon pieces Playing Time
to blisteringly virtuosic tone poems, his piano works amount to a kind of biography of his native land, 141:32 3>
drawing on the styles and spirit of every region with incomparable vividness and skill. -
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Guillermo Gonzalez, Piano

Recorded: 1418 August 1997 at the Sala ‘Manuel de Falla’, Real Conservatorio de Musica de Madrid, Spain
Piano: Steinway & Sons, Model D ¢ Producer: Miguel Bustamante
Engineers: Miguel Angel Barcos and Lucho Alonso * Booklet notes: Jacinto Torres
Cover image: Landscape by Diego Regoyos y Valdes (Archiv fiir Kunst und Geschichte, Berlin)
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