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First released on Marco Polo 8.220322 in 1985

The ‘Chéro’ is a popular urban type of music used by street serenaders in Rio de
Janeiro. Villa-Lobos took this simple style and in his various Choros created a new and
vibrant form of orchestral music. Chéros No. 8 was conceived in Paris and completed
in Rio. It offers music of barbaric intensity, exotic in scoring and rhythms, which draws
upon the composer’s close familiarity with the music of his own country, as well as
containing many of the orchestral and harmonic techniques favoured in Paris during
the 1920s. Chéros No. 9 was composed in 1929, and also belongs to Villa-Lobos’s French
period. This fine work encompasses a wide variety of texture and mood, from parody
to lyricism, as well as insistent and highly characteristic dance rhythms, all of which are
unified in a triumphal conclusion.

Heitor

VILLA-LOBOS

(1887-1959)

Chéros No. 8 18:11

[2] Choros No. 9 23:36

Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra
Kenneth Schermerhorn

Recorded from 31st March -3rd April, 1985 at Tsuen Wan Town Hall, Hong Kong
Producer: Teije van Geest
Cover Picture: Slipstream Moonlight by David Utz (with kind permission)
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