Though Kraus became the most influential Swedish musician of the eighteenth century, he was born
and educated in Germany, and lived only eight years in Stockholm before his early death at the age of
36. Yet in that brief period he had taught composers and created the Swedish school of opera. Kraus’s
symphonies feature the unexpected and many forward-looking stylistic devices that anticipate music of
the next century. The Symphony in D major (VB143) and the Symphony in F major (VBI45) are
remarkable for many unusual harmonic surprises, extreme textural contrasts, and a sense of drama.
Even the Riksdagsmusiken, written for the convening of the Swedish parliament in March 1789 by King
Gustav III, was for Kraus the ultimate dramatic symphony.

Joseph Martin
KRAUS

(1756-1792)
Complete Symphonies No. 4
[1] Sinfonia per la Chiesa in D major, VB 146 (Riksdagssymfon) 7:37

Symphony in F, VB145 21:33
[2] Largo maestoso - Allegro vivace 10:31
[3] Larghetto amoroso e semplice 4:34
(4] Presto 6:26

Symphony in D major, VB143 18:05
5] Allegro 8:03
[_@ Andante un poco largo 5:54
[7] Allegro 4:09

Symphony in E flat major, VB144
Larghetto (alternative second movement) 4:59
[9] Riksdagsmarsch, VB154 6:29
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