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Joachim Raff’s symphonies present a synthesis of pure music and the programmatic
elements of the neo-German school exemplified in the symphonic poems of Liszt. His eighth
symphony from 1876, Friihlingsklinge, was followed in 1878 with his ninth, Im Sommer,
forming a celebration of spring and summer that are part of a set that make up the four
seasons. Both are written in an immediately attractive and approachable style, and scored
for a relatively modest orchestra of Classical rather than Wagnerian dimensions.
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Symphony No. 8 in A major, Op. 205 ‘Friihlingsklinge’

(‘Sounds of Spring’) (1876) 41:30
I. Friihlings Riickkehr (‘Spring’s Return’): Allegro 12:12
II. In der Walpurgisnacht (‘During Walpurgis Night’): Allegro 8:17
II1. Mit dem ersten Blumenstrauss (‘With the First Bunch of Flowers’): Larghetto 8:56
IV. Wanderlust: Vivace 11:58
Symphony No. 9 in E minor, Op. 208 ‘Im Sommer’

(‘In Summer’) (1878) 36:08
Part I - Ein heisser Tag (‘A Hot Day’): Allegro 12:51

Part I — Die Jagd der Elfen. Versammlung der Elfen; Oberon und Titania; die Jagd;
Riickkehr der Elfen mit Oberon und Titania (‘The Hunt of the Elves.
Gathering of the Elves; Oberon and Titania; the Hunt; Return of the Elves

with Oberon and Titania’): Allegro 9:30
Part IIIa - Ekloge (‘Eclogue’): Larghetto 7:03
Part IIIb — Zum Erntekranz (‘To the Harvest Wreath’): Allegro 6:37

Slovak State Philharmonic ¢ Urs Schneider

Previously released on Marco Polo 8.223362
Recorded: 26 October to 1 November 1990 at the House of Arts, KoSice, Slovakia
Producer: Rudolf HentSel » Engineer: Gejza Toperczer * Booklet notes: Keith Anderson
Cover: Sunrise over a Northern Landscape by Eduard von Buchan (1800-1876)

i Wi R

NAXOS
T TR

8.555499

Playing Time

L

26675 || ELELY

N
=
=
=
=
=)
%
2
L)
=]
=

77:42

=Z
=
I
o
®
=
()]
@

ysISug ur sejou 1opjooyg

0@ % 1661 @

€

Sy soxeN

“ouf S sy

6 pue g *soN soruoydwiAg vy

66vSSS’S






