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In the nineteenth century, piano transcriptions of popular operas were a major channel for
distributing music and increasing a work’s popularity. For pianists such as Thalberg they were also a
vehicle for demonstrating their technical prowess, in a form with which audiences were familiar. This
recital presents a fine cross-section of Rossini’s output as an operatic composer. The Barber of Seville
has retained its place on the world’s operatic stages since its first performance in 1816. Its tunefulness
and rhythmic vigour present Thalberg with many opportunities for exhilarating pianistic display. In
the Fantasias on Moise and Semiramide, both based on ancient history, Thalberg reproduces the
beauty of melodic line as well as much of the drama of both these operas. La donna del lago, based on
Sir Walter Scott’s poem The Lady of the Lake, is a romantic story of love in the Scotland of James V.
Thalberg treats his chosen arias with perception, embellishing them in characteristic and often
dramatic style.
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(1812-1871)

[1] Fantasia on Semiramide, Op. 51 19:25
[2] Fantasia on La donna del lago, Op. 40 bis 19:34
[3] Fantasia on Il barbiere di Siviglia, Op. 63 13:58
[4] Fantasia on Moise, Op. 33 16:55

Francesco Nicolosi, Piano

Recorded at the Festetitch Castle, Budapest, 18th-23rd March 1992
Producer: Jenoe Simon
Engineer: Gabor Mocsary
Booklet Notes: Keith Anderson
Cover Image: Depiction of Rossini’s opera The Barber of Seville, anonymous engraving
The Art Archive / Museum der Stadt Wien / Dagli Orti (A)

8.555501

Playing Time

69:53

Saiou japjoog

YOSINaq JNE RSO e YSTSUg

PV [euonewIul HNH 2002 © ® €661 @

VI £q sexadQ uo ée;sejue A

SOXVN

DUHITVHL

[aIsso

TOSSSS'S



