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Orchestral Works

EL-KHOURY

NAXOS

The Franco-Lebanese composer and poet Bechara El-Khoury was born in Beirut in 1957. His

compositions are dominated by symphonic and concertante writing, his works being the expression of

a humanism based on an underlying Christian spirituality. Although his music is often sombre and
tragic in tone, there are also moments of moving delicacy, signs of hope which bear witness to a
personality governed by strongly contrasting internal influences. His musical language draws on a
rich palette of the resources available to today’s composers. El-Khoury is a master of orchestration,
displaying a particular taste for virtuoso brass writing. His Ruins of Beirut Symphony, composed in
1985 in memory of the 1975 outbreak of war in Lebanon, is without doubt his most ambitious work
to date and belongs to a trilogy of symphonic compositions inspired by this tragic event.

Bechara
EL-KHOURY

(b.1957)
Symphonie ‘Les ruines de Beyrouth’, Op. 37 (1985) 28:35
[1] Drammatico 12:03
Misterioso 3:35
[3] Poetico 4:50
[4] Tragique 8:04

Méditation symphonique
‘Colline de ’étrange’, Op. 53 (1993) 11:02

(6] Harmonies crépusculaires, Op. 55 (1995) 12:38

Poéme symphonique no. 4
‘Le vin des nuages’, Op. 59 (1997) 11:34

National Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine * Vladimir Sirenko

Recorded in the Grand Concert Studio of the National Radio Company of Ukraine, Kiev,
from 28th February to 3rd March, 2002
Producer: Alexander Hornostai * Engineer: Andrij Mokrytsky « Editing: Viacheslav Zhdanov and Andrij Mokrytsky
Music Notes: Gérald Hugon (translation by Susannah Howe) * Publisher: Editions Max Eschig
Special thanks to Gérald Hugon, Viviane Ackerman, and Jean Balchion
Cover Image: Passage of Mount St. Gotthard from the Devil's Bridge
by J.W. Tumer (1775-1851) (Bridgeman Art Library)
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