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Miguel Cervantes’ great novel, Don Quixote, in which the hero, disillusioned by tales of chivalry, sets
out to right the perceived wrongs of the world, has inspired a wide variety of musical compositions,
including ballets, operas and symphonic poems, from Boismortier to Ravel and from Telemann to
Richard Strauss and beyond. The Austrian-born Léon Minkus settled in Russia where he established
a long and successful career with the great choreographer Marius Petipa for whom Minkus wrote the
music for more than fifteen ballets, including La Bayadère, a perennial favourite of popular Russian
ballet repertoire. The rarely recorded Don Quixote, heard here in its original three act version, centres
on the episode of Camacho’s wedding. The misadventures of the deluded knight and his sidekick
Sancho Panza are depicted with sparkling orchestration, lively rhythms and gentle romance.

Léon (Ludwig)
MINKUS

(1826-1917)

Don Quixote
(Ballet in Three Acts, 1869 original version)

Sofia National Opera Orchestra • Nayden Todorov

Recorded at the National Palace of Culture, Sofia, Bulgaria, from 1st to 7th April, 2002
Producer: Nayden Todorov

Engineers: Ivailo Janev and Deyan Timnev
Editors: Rumiana Stoyanova and Minko Krastev

Booklet Notes: Keith Anderson
Cover Painting: Stage Design for Don Quixote by Edward Burra (1905-76) 

(Lefèvre Gallery/Bridgeman Art Library)
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CD 1
1 Introduction 4:04
2-5 Prologue 10:01
6-∞ Act I 40:15
§-ª Act II 12:25

CD 2
1-& Act II (continued) 41:31
*-º Act III 27:43 

a complete tracklist can be found on page 8 of the booklet
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