
Benjamin Britten’s post-war pre-eminence as an opera composer has tended to overshadow the
considerable achievements of his works written during the late 1930s. Two lighter and still
relatively little-known orchestral works here frame the Violin Concerto, one of the most
substantial and serious of the composer’s instrumental scores, and one of the great concertos of
the 20th century. Completed in 1940, this predominately sombre and elegiac work gave artistic
expression to Britten’s growing awareness and anxiety at developing world events.
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Benjamin BRITTEN (1913-1976)
1 Overture ‘Canadian Carnival’, Op. 19 13:07

Violin Concerto, Op. 15 * 33:09
2 Moderato con moto 9:55
3 Vivace - Cadenza 8:36
4 Passacaglia: Andante lento - con moto 14:37

Benjamin BRITTEN (1913-1976) and
Lennox BERKELEY (1903-1989)

Mont Juic: Suite of Catalan Dances, Op. 9 12:03
5 I Andante maestoso (Berkeley, Op. 9, No. 1) 3:06
6 II Allegro grazioso (Berkeley, Op. 9, No. 2) 1:42
7 III Lament: Andante moderato (Britten, Op. 12, No. 1) 4:47
8 IV Allegro molto (Britten, Op. 12, No. 2)  2:29

Lorraine McAslan, Violin *
English Chamber Orchestra • Steuart Bedford
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