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Basque Preludes

NAXOS Padre José Antonio DONOSTIA

Padre Donostia was not only one of the greatest Basque composers of sacred, symphonic and
stage music, but also a highly influential collector of and expert in his native region’s folk-music.
His greatest achievement was to bring prestige to traditional Basque music, faithfully and
elegantly conveying its deeper significance, as well as achieving the perfect balance between the
direct assimilation of tradition and the huge influence of his impressionist contemporaries,
Ravel and Debussy. In their depiction of text, landscape, children’s games and music from
religious processions and festivities, his Preludes for piano show a charming simplicity and
nostalgic lyricism.

Padre José Antonio

DONOSTIA

(1886-1956)

[A-21 Basque Preludes 52:28
Andante for a Basque Sonata 4:57
Nostalgia 4:40
Heartfelt Prayer to Our Lady of Socorri 3:02
Basque Minuet 1:57
On the Banks of the Ter 2:18
Tiento and Song 4:18
Homage to Juan Crisostomo de Arriaga 2:19

Jordi Maso, Piano

A complete tracklist can be found in the booklet
This recording was made with generous support from Bizkaiko Foru Aldundia,
Diputacion Foral de Bizkaia, Bilbao Bizkaia Kutxa, DEIA and EITB.
Recorded at the Teatre Ponent de Granollers, Barcelona, Spain from 27th to 29th July, 2000
Producer and Engineer: Pere Casulleras
Cover Photo: San Sebastian: General View Across the Water
(Unattributed Photograph in Autour du Monde/Mary Evans Picture Library)
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