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‘I dedicate my Seventh Symphony to our struggle against fascism, to our coming victory over the enemy, to
my native city, Leningrad.’ Few symphonies written in modern times have attracted the degree of extra-
musical speculation accorded Shostakovich’s Leningrad Symphony, the first three movements of which were
written during the initial months of the siege of Leningrad before the composer and his family were evacuated
to Moscow in October 1941. It became an immediate worldwide symbol of the opposition to the tyranny of
Hitler, though today it seems that the Symphony’s inspiration may have stemmed as much from Stalin’s
atrocities during the 1930s as from the brutalities of the Nazi invasion of Russia in June 1941. Whatever the
motivation behind its genesis, however, the epically-proportioned Leningrad Symphony stands as a testament
to heroism and human endurance at a time of overwhelming conflict and deprivation.  

Dmitry
SHOSTAKOVICH

(1906-1975)

Symphony No. 7 ‘Leningrad’, Op. 60

Russian Philharmonic Orchestra • Dmitry Yablonsky

Recorded in Studio No. 5, Moscow State Broadcasting and Recording House, in February 2003,
using the “Merging Technologies Pyramix” system

Producer: Lubov Doronina • Engineer: Aleksander Karasev • Editor: Pavel Lavrenenkov
Booklet notes: Richard Whitehouse and Cris Posslac

Edition: Muzgis, Moscow - Leningrad, 1942
Cover image: Leningrad in 1941 (1974) by Andrei Andreevich Mylyanikov (b.1919)

(State Russian Museum, St Petersburg, Russia / Bridgeman Art Library)
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1 Allegretto 25:43

2 Moderato (Poco allegretto) 11:27

3 Adagio 18:11

4 Allegro non troppo 19:57
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