
The younger of the two Sammartini brothers, Giovanni Battista spent the whole of his life in Milan
where he produced a prodigious output of some 450 vocal and instrumental works, numbered ‘J-C’
after Jenkins and Churgin, who catalogued the output of the composer. His 67 surviving symphonies
reflect the changes that took place as baroque techniques gave way to those associated with the
classical. The six symphonies heard on this disc range in style and scoring from the early works for
strings and continuo, including the C minor, J-C 9, with its dramatic first movement, to those of
clear pre-classical form (J-C 62 and J-C 4) from around 1750, which include prominent parts for
horns and trumpets. 

Giovanni Battista
SAMMARTINI
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Performed on period instruments • A=415Hz
Editions prepared by Kevin Mallon

Recorded at Grace Church on the Hill, Toronto, Canada, from 8th to 10th June, 2003
Producers: Norbert Kraft and Bonnie Silver • Engineer: Norbert Kraft • Editor: Bonnie Silver

Booklet Notes: Keith Anderson
Cover Painting: Church of San Fedele, Milan, Italy (colourised etching from Thesaurus antiquitatum et

historiarum Italiae, 1704, Johann George Graeve) (Private Collection)
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Symphony in A major 
(J-C 62) 10:04

1 Presto 2:26
2 Andante e pianissimo 2:15
3 Presto assai 3:15
4 Allegro 2:09

Symphony in C minor  
(J-C 9) 8:36

5 Allegro 2:24
6 Affettuoso 4:02
7 Allegro 2:09

Symphony in D major  
(J-C 16) 6:33

8 Alla breve 2:15
9 Andante sempre piano 2:55
0 Presto 1:23

Symphony in F major  
(J-C 36) 8:52

! Presto 2:17
@ Andante 5:00
# Allegro assai 1:35

Symphony in D minor  
(J-C 23) 13:52

$ Allegro 3:30
% Grave 6:42
^ Presto 3:40

Symphony in C major 
(J-C 4) 12:16

& Allegrissimo 5:09
* Andante e affettuoso 3:30
( Allegrissimo 3:48
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