
Although the music of Zemlinsky has found an increasingly wide public during the past quarter-
century, his piano works remain the least known of his output. This disc collates all of the published
music that Zemlinsky wrote for piano after 1891, before he effectively abandoned the medium at the
turn of the twentieth century. Whereas the Ländliche Tänze (Rustic Dances) Op. 1 and Vier Balladen
(Four Ballads) display the influence of Strauss, Chopin, Mendelssohn, Brahms and others, the Vier
Fantasien (Four Fantasies) and Ein Lichtstrahl (A Ray of Light), the latter unperformed until 1992 on
account of the difficulty of its writing, are Zemlinsky’s most imposing and assured piano works. 
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Ländliche Tänze, Op. 1 14:49
(Rustic Dances)

1 No. 1 Mit Wärme 0:58  
2 No. 2 Flüchtig 1:22
3 No. 3 Träumerisch 1:48
4 No. 4 Sehr schnell und leicht 1:14  
5 No. 5 Hinträumend 2:12
6 No. 6 Energisch 0:48
7 No. 7 Sehr zart 1:25  
8 No. 8 Heiter (Walzer-Tempo) 0:52
9 No. 9 Ländler-Tempo 1:04
0 No. 10 Gut betont 1:00
! No. 11 Sehr sanft 2:08  

@ Albumblatt (Albumleaf) 2:46  

Fantasien über Gedichte 10:49
von Richard Dehmel, Op. 9
(Fantasies after poems 
by Richard Dehmel)

# No. 1 Stimme des Abends 2:30  

$ No. 2 Waldseligkeit 3:23
% No. 3 Liebe 3:29  
^ No. 4 Käferlied 1:27  

Vier Balladen (Four Ballades) 13:44
& No. 1 Archibald Douglas 4:02  
* No. 2 Der König von Thule 2:21  
( No. 3 Der Wassermann 3:14
) No. 4 Intermezzo 4:08  

¡ Menuett 1:10 
(from Das gläserne Herz)

™ Skizze (Sketch) 2:32  

£ Ein Lichtstrahl (A Ray of Light)
(original version) 17:35  

Silke Avenhaus, Piano

Recorded at the Rathausprunksaal, Landshut, Germany, 5th-7th July 2003
Producer: Bernhard Hanke • Booklet Notes: Richard Whitehouse
Cover Image: The Maiden (1913) by Gustav Klimt (1862-1918)

[www.bridgeman.co.uk / Narodni Galerie, Prague, Czech Republic] 

Alexander
ZEMLINSKY

(1871-1942)

557331 rr ZemlinskyEU  15/04/2005  11:37am  Page 1




