
Ludwig van Beethoven’s initial response to publisher/composer Anton Diabelli’s request for a single
variation on his waltz theme (to be published with those of 49 other composers), was an emphatic “No”.
He called the theme “a cobbler’s patch”, but later reconsidered and supplied Diabelli with not one, but
thirty-three variations, his largest and most enigmatic composition for piano. In the spirit of the time,
Beethoven subjected Diabelli’s theme to an evolutionary process. Following that same spirit, Edmund
Battersby has scrutinized the work anew, through his exploration of the virtues and limitations of two
instruments – the modern Steinway and a replica instrument of the most prominent piano-maker in
Vienna of Beethoven’s time, Konrad Graf.
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Ludwig van

BEETHOVEN
(1770-1827)

Thirty-Three Variations on a Theme of Diabelli, Op. 120

Edmund Battersby, Piano and Fortepiano

A full track list can be found on pages 2 and 3 of the booklet
Recorded at the Performing Arts Centre, The Country Day School, King City, Ontario, Canada, 

from August 24th to 29th, 2003.
Instruments: CD 1 - Fortepiano: A 1997 replica of a Conrad Graf piano from 1825, from the shop of

R.J. Regier (Freeport, Maine), courtesy of Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y.
CD 2 - Steinway “D” piano, 1976, Steinway & Sons, N.Y.

Special thanks to consultants Jennifer Stucker, Herbert Colcord, William Monroe, 
Abigail Kellogg and Louise  Z. Young

Producers: Bonnie Silver & Norbert Kraft • Engineer: Norbert Kraft • Editor: Bonnie Silver
Fortepiano Technician: Rob Loomis • Booklet notes: Lia M. Jensen

Cover image: The Watzmann by Caspar David Friedrich (1774-1840)
(Berlin, SMPK, Nationalgalerie / Photo: akg-images)

Playing Time
1:42:31
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CD 1 51:47
(Fortepiano Replica)

1 Theme: Vivace 0:52

2-‹ Variations 1-33 50:55

CD 2 50:44
(Modern Piano)

1 Theme: Vivace 0:53

2-‹ Variations 1-33 49:51
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