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NAXOS An Introduction to...

OPERA EXPLAINED

This series introduces, in words and music, the plot and background of major operas.
Using the principal themes and arias, taken from the Naxos recording of the
complete work, Thomson Smillie is informative yet entertaining, enabling the
listener to get more from this remarkable art form.

An Introduction to...

WAGNER
The Flying Dutchman

written by Thomson Smillie
narrated by David Timson

The Flying Dutchman is the perfect opera with which to approach the operatic
mountain that is Richard Wagner. It is short, has a great story — the legend of the
Dutch captain doomed to sail forever unless redeemed through love — and the
striking score has many pre-echoes of Wagner’s later music dramas. It contains
wonderful tunes in its arias, ensembles, and big choruses, and the orchestral writing
— from the gale that blows out of the Overture to the final theme of ‘Redemption
through Love’ — will... well... ‘blow you away’.
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