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PUCCINI Tosca

An Introduction to...
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OPERA EXPLAINED

This series introduces, in words and music, the plot and background of the major
operas. Using the principal themes and arias, taken from the Naxos recording of
the complete work, Thomson Smillie is informative yet entertaining, enabling the
listener to get more from this remarkable art form.

An Introduction to...

PUCCINI
Tosca

written by Thomson Smillie
narrated by David Timson

Tosca is Puccini at the peak of his theatrical power. The story of the jealous,
impassioned opera singer Floria Tosca and her doomed love for the painter
Mario Cavaradossi is played out against backgrounds both historically and
geographically overwhelming. It is set in three great and historical locations of
Rome during the Napoleonic era. Spectacle, sensuality and cruelty battle for our
attention in one of the most truly ‘action-packed’ works of theatre.
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