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OPERA EXPLAINED

This series introduces, in words and music, the plot and background of the major
operas. Using the principal themes and arias, taken from the Naxos recording of
the complete work, Thomson Smillie is informative yet entertaining, enabling the
listener to get more from this remarkable art form.

An Introduction to...

VERDI
Rigoletto

written by Thomson Smillie
narrated by David Timson

Rigoletto is simply wonderful entertainment. It is uncanny to listen to the
opening ten minutes or so and recognise a dozen superb tunes. It is also much
more — a daring (for its time) attack on aristocratic privilege, a tender love story,
and an impassioned appeal on behalf of the disadvantaged, all set to music of
such wealth and beauty that, with its sister operas La traviata and Il trovatore,
it has almost defined Italian opera for 150 years.
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