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DONIZETTI L’elisir d’amore
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OPERA EXPLAINED

This series introduces, in words and music, the plot and background of major operas.
Using the principal themes and arias, taken from the Naxos recording of
the complete work, Thomson Smillie is informative yet entertaining, enabling the
listener to get more from this remarkable art form.

An Introduction to...

DONIZETTI
I’elisir d’amore
The Elixir of Love

written by Thomson Smillie
narrated by David Timson

L’elisir d’amore, or ‘The Elixir of Love’, has remained popular for almost two
centuries because of a touching tale and a galaxy of comic characters adapted from
the traditional commedia dell’arte. More importantly, Donizetti poured into the
score all the warmth and tenderness of the Italian temperament. His melodic
invention never ceases to charm, whether in the jolly rustic choruses, the
exhilarating ‘patter’ numbers, or the sweet sadness of the beautiful arias, of which
‘Una furtiva lagrima’, the great tenor showpiece, is the best known.

8.558120

dise
DIGITAL AUDIO
MADE IN E.C.

WWW.
naxos.com

ISBN 1-84379-079-3

All rights reserved.
Unauthorised public performance, broadcasting, and copying of this
compact disc prohibited.

9l 792

818431790 ® 2003 HNH International Ltd © 2003 HNH International Ltd

dIouwre,p JISIP, T ILLE[ZINO(I .

*0] wopoONpoNUy Uy

0CT18SS"8



