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American flag, folk artist, 1880s.

George Rochberg’s Symphony No. 2 made
the composer’s name at its New York
première in 1961 under George Szell. Its
helter-skelter, gritty, impassioned
language, described by the composer as
‘hard romanticism’ is a compelling war-
time testament even after nearly fifty
years. Imago mundi, inspired by a three-
week visit to Japan, is a ‘Ritual’ for
orchestra that calls to mind the hypnotic
timelessness of Japanese Gagaku music. 
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Symphony No. 2 (1955–56 ) 31:28

1 I – Declamando 8:49
2 II – Allegro scherzoso 5:28
3 III – Adagio 9:45
4 IV – Quasi tempo primo 5:00
5 V – Coda 2:26

6 Imago Mundi (1973) * 24:06

Playing 
Time:
55:34
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