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‘Bruce Wolosoff’s music is beautiful,
very musical, independent-minded
stylistically,’ declares no less a
luminary than William Bolcom. 
The eighteen Songs Without Words
on this disc are true ‘genre busters’,
amiably crossing musical borders
between popular and classical music
and walking the lines that divide
them. Such eclecticism requires
superbly laid-back compositional
control, and demands equally
accomplished and relaxed
performance. ‘Imagine my new-
found joy at the possibility of writing
music that my friends might want to
listen to for pleasure,’ Wolosoff
declared on hearing the Carpe Diem
String Quartet’s enthusiastically
fun-filled interpretations.
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Thanks to Bernie and Carolyn Lippert, James Jordan,
William Gordon III, Jeanne McCullouch, Jon and
Magdalene Brandeis, Robert and Fiona Kahn.  
Special thanks to Ed (“The Wizard”) Thompson, Margaret
Garrett, Josh Sapan and Ann Foley, Christian Scheider, 
and Susan Stroman. 
Recorded at First Community Church, Grandview, 
Ohio, USA, on 13th and 15th October, 2008
Produced, engineered and edited by Ed Thompson
Publisher: Bruce Wolosoff Music (ASCAP)
Booklet notes: Bruce Wolosoff
Cover painting: Tuning Fields (2009) by Margaret Garrett

Carpe Diem String Quartet
Charles Wetherbee, Violin • John Ewing, Violin

Korine Fujiwara, Viola • Diego Fainguersch, Cello

Bruce
WOLOSOFF

(b. 1955)

Songs without Words
(18 Divertimenti for String Quartet)

8.559663

DDD

AMERICAN CLASSICS

www.naxos.com

Playing 
Time:

56:21

NA
XO

S
8.

55
96

63
W

O
L

O
SO

F
F

:
So

ng
s 

w
it

ho
ut

 W
or

ds
NAXOS

8.559663
W

O
L

O
SO

F
F

:
Songs w

ithout W
ords

1 The River 3:13
2 Circle Dance 3:19
3 Blues for

Stravinsky 2:54
4 Wound Up! 2:46
5 Dancing on 

my Grave 1:53
6 Reverence 4:14
7 The Sidewalk 

Strut 2:30
8 The Letter 3:02
9 Skunk 3:15

0 Young Love 4:37
! Creepalicious 2:05
@ After Hours 3:10
# Cat Scratch 

Fever 2:58
$ Getting Down 3:33
% Fire & Ice 3:09
^ Tough 

Decisions 3:07
& Survivor’s 

Truth 3:19
* The Last Kiss 3:15
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