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Vincent Persichetti’s organ music
holds an important place in 20th-
century repertoire. Steeped in
tradition and yet open to the
currents of modernity, he developed
a thoroughly distinctive musical
language. The selections from his
Hymns and Responses for the Church
Year, Op. 68 explore traditional form
with a refreshing harmonic palette,
while the Dryden Liturgical Suite
contrasts meditative elements with
virtuoso bravura. Persichetti’s most
extensive organ piece, the Auden
Variations, is supremely contrapuntal
and accomplished, whereas the
Sonata for Organ, though convention-
ally structured, daringly explores
free tonality. 

All rights in this sound recording, artwork, texts and translations reserved.
Unauthorized public perform

ance, broadcasting and copying 
of this com

pact disc prohibited. �
& �

2021 Naxos Rights (Europe) Ltd
M
ade in Germ

any.

      1   Foundations: Creator Spirit, by whose aid 
          the world’s foundations first were laid, 
          Op. 68, No. 4 (1955)                                      0:49
2–6  Dryden Liturgical Suite, Op. 144 (1980)   21:18
      7   Prince: Drop, Drop Slow Tears, 
          Op. 68, No. 13 (1955)                                   0:51
      8   Chorale Prelude: Drop, Drop Slow Tears, 
          Op. 104 (1966)                                               7:11
      9   Primal: Our Father, whose creative 
          will asked being for us all, 
          Op. 68, No. 1 (1955)                                       1:06
0–£  Auden Variations, Op. 136 (1977)              27:18
¢–§  Sonata for Organ, Op. 86 (1960)                14:40
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Greenville, North Carolina, USA
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This recording was kindly sponsored by the Council on 
Research and Creativity, Florida State University 
and the Society for American Music
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