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Leader of the ‘Mighty Handful’ of Russian composers, Mily Alexeyevich Balakirev was
praised by Rimsky-Korsakov as “an excellent pianist ... endowed by nature with a sense of
correct harmony and part-writing”, qualities abundantly evident in his two piano concertos,
the second of which was completed by Sergey Lyapunov. Brimming with Romantic bravura,
rich orchestrations and solo writing that, while distinctive, can often stand comparison with
Tchaikovsky, these are highly appealing works. With his Grande Fantasie on Russian
Folksongs, Balakirev made an important contribution to Russian nationalist music.

Mily Alexeyevich
BALAKIREV

(1837-1910)
Piano Concertos
] Piano Concerto No. 1 in F sharp minor, Op.1 14:17
Piano Concerto No. 2 in E flat major

(completed by Sergey Lyapunov) 36:41
[2] Allegro non troppo 15:54
[3] Adagio 10:15
[4] Allegro risoluto 10:29

(5] Grande Fantaisie on Russian Folksongs, Op.4 18:32

Dmitry Yablonsky

Includes free downloadable bonus track from the Naxos catalogue available
at www.classicsonline.com. Please see booklet for full details.
Recorded at Studio 5, Russian State TV & Radio Company KULTURA, Moscow, Russia,
25-30 November 2006 ¢ Producers: Pavel Lavrenenkov, Natalia Ruzhanskaya
Engineers: Aleksander Karasev, Gennady Trabantov * Editor: Pavel Lavrenenkov
Publishers: ‘MUZYKA’, 1984, Leningrad (1), Edwin F. Kalmus & Co. Inc (2-4), manuscript (5)
Booklet notes: David Truslove ¢ Cover picture: Russian landscape (© Julia Shepeleva / Dreamstime.com)
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