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Franz Schmidt’s finely crafted Symphony No. 1, grandiose in scale and optimistic in
mood, recalls the masterpieces of other great Romantic composers, Brahms, Bruckner
and Reger, and won the Beethoven Prize in 1900. His opera Notre Dame, based on
Victor Hugo’s novel, was first staged in Vienna in 1914, and won him an international
reputation. Under Vassily Sinaisky the Malmoé Symphony Orchestra, whose other
Naxos recordings have been highly praised, makes a strong case for the revival of
Schmidt’s strangely neglected, yet sumptuous and deeply satisfying music.

Franz

SCHMIDT

(1874-1939)

Symphony No. 1 in E major 45:31
[1] Sehr langsam — Sehr lebhaft 11:37
[2] Langsam 11:25
[3] Schnell und leicht 11:35
[4] Lebhaft, doch nicht zu schnell 10:47

Notre Dame — Opera, Op. 2

(Orchestral excerpts, Act 1) 15:21
[5] Introduction 4:30
[6] Interlude 5:00
Carnival Music 5:51

Malmo Symphony Orchestra
Vassily Sinaisky

Recorded at the Malmo Concert Hall, Sweden, 22-23 (tracks 5-7) and 27-30 (tracks 1-4) August 2007
Producer, Engineer & Editor: Sean Lewis * Technical Assistant: Erik B. Nielsen
Booklet notes: Adam Binks
Publishers: Josef Eberle, Vienna (tracks 1-4); Drei-Masken-Verlag, Munich (tracks 5-7)
Cover image: Gloriette, Schonbrunn Palace, Vienna (© Alexander Sukonkin / Dreamstime.com)
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