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BEETHOVEN EDITION - 19

Complete Piano Sonatas, Concertos and Symphony Transcriptions

“Turkish pianist Idil Biret’s series of Beethoven Sonatas is emerging as a major statement in the field, entirely different in
emphasis from that of Andras Schiff and the other cycles that have appeared in recent years. She favors slow tempos and a
light touch which brings out small details, all subsumed within a convincing and well thought-out overall architecture...
The performances here truly represent a lifetime of musical thinking, and they are essential for serious Beethovenians.”

ALL MUSIC GUIDE

“As she demonstrated yesterday, the Turkish pianist Idil Biret must rank as a virtuoso. With unflagging energy she 8.571269
produced a series of supercharged performances. In Beethoven’s Hammerklavier Sonata she revealed not only glittering
fingerwork, but an unusually powerful and clear-thinking musical mind. That Kempff has been among her mentors was
obviously something to take into account.”
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“When the massive Beethoven / Biret series is issued in the full, it will contain 19 CDs housing the complete sonatas, piano
concertos and the symphonies (in Liszt’s transcriptions). It will be a worthwhile monument to keyboard aficionados and
Beethoven mavens, for Biret (b.1941) is one of the finest interpreters of the composer’s works of her generation... All in
all these four discs (the first four of the series) augur an excellent introduction to what will probably be regarded as one of
the more important Beethoven keyboard projects of the early 21st century.”

CLASSICAL NET

Sonata No. 22 in F major, Op. 54 13:42
[1] Intempo d’un Menuetto 06:30
Allegretto — Piu allegro 07:12
Sonata No. 24 in F sharp major, Op. 78 11:04
Adagio cantabile — Allegro ma non troppo 07:59 %’_ £ =P
[4] Allegro vivace 03:05 a2 & %
2§ 252
Sonata No. 29 in B flat major, Op. 106 (Hammerklavier) 50:04 E % = g é»
Allegro 12:32 85 g 3 z
[6] Scherzo: Assai vivace — Presto — Tempo | 02:59 2 8 2m
Adagio sostenuto: Appassionato e con molto sentimento 20:54 E g B @
Largo — Allegro — Allegro risoluto 13:39 3 § ::’- 5
g, <
Recorded: May 2008 (Opp. 54 and 78), October 2006 (Op. 106) in Brussels, Belgium ’ g
Producer and recording engineer: Michel Devos « Piano Steinway c

Booklet notes: Bill Newman






