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Idil Biret

ARCHIVE EDITION - 9/ 10

“Idil Biret’s reading of the Symphonie fantastique (WEA Finnadar SR9023) is, in many-respects the most remarkable thing
of'its kind in the repertoire... This is not a record that Berliozians or Lisztians will want to miss, for the Turkish pianist Idil
Biret, a pupil of Cortot and Kempff, here confirms the favourable impression she made in this piece at the Queen Elizabeth
Hall in London during April of this year. There are a few minor deviations from Liszt’s text, but she possesses the very large
technique and range of accent and dynamics needed; and she is excellently recorded.”

Max Harrison GRAMOPHONE - UK 1979

“Idil Biret was a thousand times right in playing the Symphonie fantastique by Berlioz, in Liszt’s transcription (at her Paris
recital). With confounding technical skill and an admirable musicality Idil Biret has avenged pianists for the insult Berlioz
once committed against them by ignoring them.”

Claude Samuel LE MATIN - France 1979

“Only a brave soul and a confident technician would set out in public to play Liszt’s transcription for piano of Berlioz’s
“Symphonie fantastique” as 1dil Biret did at Alice Tully Hall on Thursday night.”
Donald Henahan NEW YORK TIMES - USA 1979

“Compared to so many (orchestral) recordings of the Symphonie Fantastique this Liszt version by Idil Biret
is vastly preferable, a record for a desert island. *
ORPHEUS Magazine - Germany 1979

Hector BERLIOZ (1808-1869) arr. Franz LISZT (1811-1886)

CD 1 Symphonie fantastique, S. 470 53:30  CD 2 Harold en Italie, S. 472* 48:47
[1] Réveries, passions 12:20  [1] Harold aux montagnes 17:41
Un bal 06:10 Marche des pélerins 09:12
[3] Scéne aux champs 18:10 Sérénade d’un montagnard des

[4] Marche au supplice 05:55 Abruzzes a sa maitresse 07:47
[5] Songe d’une nuit de Sabbat 10:55  [4] Orgie de brigands 14:07

* Viola solo Rusen Giines

Recorded: Symphonie fantastique, at the Townhall, New York, July 1978
Recording engineer: David Smith « Mastering: George Piros * Producer: IThan Mimaroglu
Art director: Sandi Young * Digital re-mastering for IBA release: Yalgin Tugsavul, Ankara

Previously released in the USA by Finnadar Records (Atlantic/Warner) 1979
Harold en Italie at the Bilkent Symphony Hall, January 2011
Producer and recording engi : Glinther App i
CD Cover photo: Idil Biret at the concert in the UN Assembly Hall, New York 1975
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