
“The Book of Sounds is dedicated to all those who want to draw close to sound, so that, in the
search for the sound of sound, for the secret of life, one’s own resonance is discovered.” These
are the striking words with which the German composer, pianist, sound sculptor, poet and radio
promoter Hans Otte introduced one of the most hauntingly beautiful and original piano
compositions of the twentieth century. “Ralph van Raat is an exceptional talent who makes
seemingly inaccessible music accessible, with an unconditional devotion and a direct emotional
expressiveness.” (Philip Morris Arts Award Jury) DDD
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Hans

OTTE
(1926-2007)

Das Buch der Klänge (1979-82)
(The Book of Sounds)

Ralph van Raat, Piano

1 Part I 6:35

2 Part II 8:16

3 Part III 5:49

4 Part IV 4:30

5 Part V 5:04

6 Part VI 2:52

7 Part VII 8:51

8 Part VIII 4:47

9 Part IX 3:58

0 Part X 7:51

! Part XI 4:38

@ Part XII 4:12

This recording was made possible in part by the Fortis MeesPierson Award 
of the Concertgebouw, Amsterdam.

Recorded at the Haitinkzaal, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, on 11th and 12th August, 2009
Producer and engineer: Rawyn Productions • Editor: Arjan de Reus (BFN)

Publisher: E.R.P. Musikverlag Eckart Rahn, München (GEMA). All rights for the USA
and Canada assigned to Celestial Harmonies, div. of Mayflower Music Corp., (BMI).

Booklet notes: Ralph van Raat • Cover photo: Miklav (Dreamstime.com)
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