
Manolis Kalomiris is honoured as the father of Greek national music. The inspired
orchestration of Kalomiris’s Piano Rhapsody No. 1 by Gabriel Pierné moved Byron
Fidetzis to orchestrate the second of these, sub-titled Song of the Night. The versatile
soprano Julia Souglakou, whose wide-ranging repertoire includes operas by Greek
composers, interprets Lyrics, a setting of poems by Angelos Sikelianos, and the renowned
Greek actress Eva Kotamanidou recounts a small miracle In St Luke’s Monastery. The
symphonic poems Minas the Rebel and Death of the Valiant Woman present in purely
orchestral garb contrasting tales of vengeance, valour and visionary transformation.

Manolis
KALOMIRIS 

(1883–1962)

Russian State Symphonic Capella 1–2, 6–8

Karlovy Vary Symphony Orchestra 3–5

Julia Souglakou, Soprano 3–5 • Eva Kotamanidou, Narrator 6

Byron Fidetzis
The Greek texts for Lyrics and In St Luke's Monastery are available at

www.naxos.com/libretti/572451.htm

Recorded at Mosfilm Studios, Moscow, Russia, August 1992 (tracks 1–2, 6–8) and 
State Opera Theatre Karlovy Vary, Czech Republic, 19–20 April 1995 (3–5) • Producer: Christos Tsenes

Engineers: Igor Veprintsev (tracks 1–2, 6–8); Jaroslav Kasl, Josef Vavruska & František Rezek (3–5)
Editor: Christos Hatzistamou (Athens mastering) • Publisher: Kalomiris Society except track 2 (unpublished)
Booklet notes: Filippos Tsalahouris, Myrto Economides • Cover photo © Serban Enache / Dreamstime.com

Tracks 1–2 and 6–8 previously released by Phormigx, 2000
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1 Rhapsody No. 1 (orch. Gabriel Pierné) 6:54
2 Rhapsody No. 2, ‘Song to the Night’ (orch. Byron Fidetzis) 13:12

Lyrics (Text by Angelos Sikelianos, 1884–1951) 16:07
3 I. Aphrodite Rising 4:15
4 II. The Holy Virgin of Sparta 3:54
5 III. The First Rain 7:55
6 In St Luke’s Monastery (Text by Angelos Sikelianos) 10:17
7 Minas the Rebel, Corsair of the Aegean 17:51
8 The Death of the Valiant Woman 11:47
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