John Ireland’s radiant Piano Concerto was written for his protégée Helen Perkin, and is infused with her T
sense of vitality. The result is a brilliant work of high spirits and expressive longing. Perkin also premiéred NAXO s
Legend, a dark, brooding evocation of the ancient landscape of Harrow Hill on the Sussex Downs. Of the

solo piano works, the First Rhapsody is earlier, virtuosic, and in the Lisztian tradition, whereas Indian

Summer is a rural postcard of beguiling simplicity. John Lenehan has recorded three volumes of Ireland’s
- solo piano music (8.553700, 8.553889 and 8.570461) to universal admiration: ‘Lenehan offers a uniquely -
= vital and dramatic reading of the sonata.’ (MusicWeb International on Vol. 3) 8.572598 w
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This recording was made with financial assistance from the John Ireland Charitable Trust
and David and Mary Bowerman ¢ Additional thanks to the RCM library for the score of Pastoral
Recorded in the Music Room at Champs Hill, West Sussex, England, on 3rd March, 2007 (tracks 8-10)
and on 12th March, 2011 (tracks 5-7, 11-13), and at Liverpool Philharmonic Hall, England,
on 18th and 19th February, 2011 (tracks 1-4)

Producer: Chris Craker ¢ Engineer: Alexander Van Ingen (assisted by Matthew Bennett on tracks 1-4)
Editor: Matthew Bennett (tracks 1-4)  Publishers: J & W Chester (tracks 1-3); Schott Music International
(track 4); Stainer & Bell Ltd. (tracks 5, 6, 8-10); EMI Music (track 7); J. Curwen & Co. Ltd. (tracks 11-13)

Booklet notes: Fiona Richards ¢ Cover photograph: Chanctonbury Ring by Chestert (Dreamstime.com)
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